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INTRODUCTION.

I

In the preparation of the Karna Parvan for
the Press, the following manuscripts fully represent-

ative of the Southern Recension, were utilised.

#i—represents the Principal Text printed. The
Manuscript belongs to Mr. Krishnaswami
Sastrigal, Sub-Registrar, Tanjore District-
Its description is as follows:—Substance—
palmeleaf , Size~19% x 21 inches; Leaves—
116 ; Lines—10 to a page ; Script-Telugu ;
Karna Parvan complete ; Date of Transcrip-
tion—1607 A. D.

®—is used for additional readings, etc. ’The
Manuscript belongs to Brahmasri Krishna
Sastrigal, Palace Pauranikar, Trivandrum.

Its description is as follows:—Substance—
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palm-leaf ; Size—17% x 24 inches; Leaves—
139; Lines—10 to a page; Script-Grantha ;

Karna Parvan Complete.

®W—is used for additional reading etc, The Manus-
cript belongs to His Highness the Maharaja
of Travancore and was made available to us
through the kindness of Sir C.P. Ramaswami
Aiyer, K. C. I. E., Legal and Constitutional
Adviser to the State. Its description is
as follows:—Substance—palm-leaf ; Size—
14§ x 24 inches; Leaves:—152; Lines 10
to a Page; Script-Malayalam: Karna Parvan
Complete : Date of Transcription-1765 A. D,

®—is used for additional readings etc. The Manus-
cript was procured for us by Mr. K, K.
Lakshminarayana Iyer of Kadayam village:
in the Tinnevelly District from Mr. Natesa
Iyer. Its description is as follows:—
Substance—=palm-leaf ; Size—164 % 1} Inches
Leaves, 374 Lines, 7 to apage; Script
Grantha; Karna Parvan complete.
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¥—is used for additional readings, etc. The Manus-
cript belongs to Sri  Suddhasattvam
Doddayacharya Swamigal of Sriperumbudur
in the Chingleput District. Its description is
as follows:—Substance—palm-leaf ; Size—
18t 1% inches; Leaves—228 ; Lines 6 to
7 to a page ; Script=—Grantha ; Karna Parvan

Complete.

11

From the Anukramanikadhyaya of the Adi
Parvan, it will be observed that, according to both
the Southern and the Northern Recensions, the
Karna Parvan should consist of 69 chapters. We
find, however, that all the manuscripts utilised by
us for the preparation of the Southern Recension of
the Karna Parvan divide the Karna Parvan into
110 Chapters. From the last two columns of the
table printed in page viii of the Introduction to
Vol. I of our Edition of the Mahabharata, it will be
observed that the total number of chapters in all

the Parvans of the Mahabharata ‘according to
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the Southern Recensions comes to 1959. But in
stanza 15 of Chapter 51 of the Adi Parvan we
are told that the Mahabharata consists of one-
hundred thousand stanzas divided into two-
thousand chapters, distributed over one-hundred
minor Parvans and eighteen major Parvans. In our
edition of the Southern Recension of the Text, we
have been editing the Text in eighteen major
parvans, indicating all the 100 minor parvans. In
the matter of adhyayas also, we have been closely
following the scheme given by the manuscripts
represantative of the Southern Recension. We have
therefore divided the Karna Parvan into 110
chapters in consonance with the evidence supplied
by the Manuscripts though we have been told in the
Anukramanikadhyaya of the Adi Parvan that the
Karna Parvan need consist only of 69 chapters.
And the addition of 41 chapters under Karna
Parvan helps us to arrive at the two thousand
chapters for the whole Mahabharata according ta
the Southern Recension., The annexed table gives

the scheme of chapters in each of the Parvans of
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Mahabharata according to both the Northern and
the Southern Recensions.

From the Anukramanikadhyaya to the Adi
Parvan, it will be observed that the Karna Parvan
should consist of 4,964 stanzas according to the
Northern Recension and 4,900 stanzas only accord-
ing to the Southern Recension. According to our

Principal Text, the Karna Parvan consists of
50013 stanzas.
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CONCORDANCE.
KARNA PARVAN
(1831) (1907) Manuscri
~ pts of (1936)
Poona .?:'t'o" Kumbakonam | the Southern Southern
Bh:vvla dipa Edition Recension Recension
Chapt "'T Chapter. Chapter. Chapter.
1 1 1 1
2 omitted omitted omitted
8 omitted omitted omitted
4 omitted omitted o:znitted
8 2 2
6 3 38 3
7 4 4 4
8 5 6 1
9 6 [} 6
10 7 7 7
11 ) 8 8
12 9 9 9
18 10 10 10
14 11 11 11
16 12 12 12
23 18 18 13
28 14 14 14
24 16 16 16
26 16 16 16
26 17 17 17
27 18 18 18
28 19 19 19
29 20 20 20
80 21 21 21
31 22 22 22
82 23 28 23
88 24 24 24
34 (1-15) 26 26 26
» (16-61) 26 26 26
» (83-135) 27 27 27
» (136-163) | 28 28 28
.85 (1-3) 29 (1-39) 29 (1-2) 29 (1-2)
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{
Poona Edition | Manuscripts of
with : Kmlx‘:lg_a*omm the Soutll):em Southern
Bbavadipa - ition Recension Recension
p Chapter. Chapter.
Chapter. Chapter.
35 (3-39) 20 (3-39) omitted omitted
. (40-48) , (40-48) ,, (8-11) » (8-11)
36 (1-1614) | 30 (1-17) W (12-27 v (3-274)
, (1734238) | | (18-34) 80 (1-174) 30 (1-174)
37 31 (1-46) ., (183-64) . (184-64)
38 82 81 (1-28p) 8l (1-384)
39 (1-12) 33 (1-18) . (204-404) | ,, (204-403)
» (18-35) . (14-88) 33 . 82
40 34 33 33
41 35 84 84
42 (1-35) 36 (1-39) 35° 35
¢ (36-50) ., (40-63) 36 36
48 87 (1-10) 87 (1-10) 37 (1-10)
44 (1-30) . (11-40) . (11-408) ,, (11-404)
. (81-47) , (41-56) 88 (1-15) 88 (1-15)
45 (1-33) 38 (1-33) » (16-48) » (16-48)
e (84—%9) ,» (84-46) 89 (1-18¢) 39 (1-13%)
4467
57 40 40 40
46 (5-37) 41 41 41
47 42 42 42
48 43 43 43
49 (1-38) 44 (1-41) 1 4
. (39-58) » (42-77) 45 45
" (69-93) » (78-110 46 46
50 45 47 47
51 (1-58) 46 (1-69) 48 48
 (59-80) .. (60-81) 49 prs
52 47 50 50
58 48 51 51
b4 49 52 53
56 60 53 53
56 (1-36) 51 (1-88) 54 54
,, (87-81) 51 (89-82) 56 55
' (82-119) . (83-124) 56 56

*a—RR AT



Xiv INTRODUCTION
Poona Edition Manuscripts of .
with Kugx:ia:liz::am the Southern RS outhe,m
Bhavadipa Chapter Recansion é;en:lou
Chapter. pter. Chapter. | apter.
16(1-86)
56(128-138) 52 57 67
16(37-51)
17 . 58 58 58
18 64 659 59
19 55 60 60
20 56 61 61
31 (1-84) 57 (1-8) 62 (1-8}) 62 (1-314)
58 (44-52) } . (4-18) » (44-13}) » (434-134)
59 (1-30)  (14-46) » (144-46%) | . (14-46)
., (81-67) 58 63 63
21 (10-40) 59 64 64
22 80 65 65
60 (1-22) 61 66 66
., (28-02) 62 67 67
<61 (1-33) 63 68 68
,, (84-80) 64 (1-28) 69 69
., (81-74) .o (29-43) omitted omitted
62 (1-6) 65 (1-7 omitted omitted
,» (7-84) ,, (8-88) 70 70
63 66 71 71
64 67 72 72
85 68 73 78
66 89 T4 74
67 70 78 75
] 71 76 76
69 72 7 77
70 (1~41) 78 78+ 78
. (42~-80) 74 79 79
71 75 80 80
72 76 81 81
78 (1-69) 77 (1-11) 82 82
. (70-125) 71 (72-129) ’ 83+ 88
4 78 | 84 84

Cu—aNy ArearaEay:
*E—FIR ARATATG:
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Poona .lf.ltl:htxon Kumbakonam h{: nusscnt;l)tes of Southern
with Edition o Southern Recension
Bhavadipa Chapt Recension Chapter
Chapter. pler. Chapter. pter.
75 79 86 85
76 80 86 86
7 (1-87 81 (1-87) 87 87
. (88-79) » (88=TT) 88 88
78 82 89 89
79 (1-48) 83 (1-48) 90 90
b (48=79) » (49-82) 91 91
., (80-95) ., (83-88) 92 92
80 84 93 98
81 86 »** ”
82 86 94 04
88 (1-38) 87 95* 96
. (86-62) 88 (1-26) 96* 96
» (27-54) 97 a7
85 (6-28) 89 98 98
90 99 99
86 omitted omitted
87 91 100 100
92 101 101
93 102 102
88 94 108 103
95 104 104
96 105 106
90 97 106 106
91 98 107 107
92 29 108 108
94 (33-68) 100 109 109
95
96} 101 110 110
WP ATATAIAATS S
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With regard to the Karna Parvan it is possible
to mark a Text clearly as Southern or Northern
according as it has or omits particular chapters and
incidents, characterestic of each Recension. A few:
of the more important distinctive features of the
Southern Recension of the Karna Parvan are:

noticed below :—

i. The Southern Recension omits chapters.

2, 3 and 4 of the Northern Recension.

ii. The Southern Recension omits the incidents
narrated in stanzas 3-39 of Chapter 35 of the
Northern Recension (Duryodhana'’s persua-
sion of Salya to accept Karna as his
charioteer),

iii. The Southern Recension omits the incidents
narrated in stanzas 61-74 of Chapter 61 and
stanzas 1—6 of Chapter 62 of the Northern

Recension.

The Presidency College, P. P. S. SASTRI,

Madras.
30—7-1985. Editor..
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